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MORE SNAKE OIL? 


President Kennedy’s first 
State of the Union message, 
though somewhat gloomy, was 
in many ways refreshing he- 
cause a goodly portion actu- 
ally dealt with the State of 
the Union. Some observers 
felt Mr. Kennedy, 
the pattern of his campaign 
speeches, labored too much on 
the bad things and not enough 
on the good things. But he 
did deal with the State of 
the Union as he saw it. It 
had become a habit with our 
presidents in recent years to 
deal almost entirely with the 


following 


state of the world. It was 
often hard to tell, from 
some of those other State of 
the Union messages, that there 
existed a United States. 

On the current dollar crisis 
the President made a welcome 
promise. He said he would not 
distort the value of the dol- 
lar in any fashion. This 
followed a promise not to 
increase the price of gold or 
to impose exchange controls. 
However, there are other ways 
— as we should know by now - 
to distort the value of the 
dollar. The most important 








way is the one which has 
caused our dollar today to be 
worth not 100 cents, but less 
than 47 cents. This is by 
wild government spending on 
all sorts of things. And Mr. 
Kennedy indicated that, in 
order to alleviate all the 
bad things he sees wrong with 
our economy, he plans to put 
the federal spenders to work 
in even more areas of our 
economic life. We shall have 
to see how this jibes with 
his hope for balanced bud- 
gets. But it certainly smacks 
of giving the patient bigger 
doses of the old snake oil 
which made him so sick in 
the first place. 

In dealing with the world 
Situation, there was also 
this implication that we can 
combine within our governmert 
the role of God and Santa 
Claus for the entire world. 
The President’s statement 
that ‘communist domination in 


GAG GOVERNMENT 


Despite all of President 
Kennedy’s fine words in both 
his speeches and his press 
conferences, there are several 
aspects of his new adminis- 
tration which are causing 
much headshaking in Washing- 
ton. Everyone, of course 
feels Mr. Kennedy faces many 


this hemisphere can never be 
negotiated’ was certainly 
forthright. But it was felt 
there was too much talk about 
making America responsible 
for the well-being of every 
corner of the earth —- or, in 
the President’s words, ‘a 
sound and expanding economy 
for the entire non-communist 
world.’ That is not the con- 
stitutional function of the 
President and the American 
government. And it can’t be 
done without great harm to the 
American economy, about which 
Mr. Kennedy is so concerned. 

Incidentally, it was unfor- 
tunate that Mr.. Kennedy chose 
to end an otherwise rather 
fine speech with a quotation 
from Franklin Roosevelt’s 
final State of the Union mes- 
sage. FDR went from that ap- 
pearance before the Congress 
to the infamous Yalta Confer- 
ence, where he delivered half 
the world to Red Russia. 


difficult and even insoluble 
problems, and that he should 
be given a chance to find his 
way among them. Even so, many 
members of Congress, news 
correspondents, and others in 
the capital are privately 
highly critical of a trend 
they see developing in the 
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President’s manner of handling 
certain problems. In fact, 
some of this criticism has 
already broken into print. 

In private conversations, 
it takes the form of a ques- 
tion which goes something 
like this: Has Jack by any 
chance delusions of turning 
into some sort of little dic- 
tator? That’s putting it 
pretty harshly, especially so 
early in the game. But unfor- 
tunately Mr. Kennedy himself, 
perhaps without intending 
it, supplied the ammunition 
for the question. 

First, there was the high- 
handed method of keeping the 
two American flyers, released 
by Soviet Russia, practically 
incommunicado. These men and 


their plane were shot down by 
the Neds over international 
waters last July. In the case 
of four crew members who were 
killed in the unprovoked at- 
tack, it was coldblooded 
murder. In the case of the 
two men captured alive, and 
recently released, it was 
outright kidnapping. Khrush- 
chev, of course, did not re- 
lease them because he suddenly 
had a change of heart. He 
simply used these two Ameri- 
can airmen as a pawn in his 
continued , tactics of thaw-and- 
freeze, freeze-and-thaw, to 
keep the West off balance 
The President’s refusal, when 
they finally got home, to let 
reporters talk to them and 
bring their story to the peo- 
ple is hard to understand. 
Perhaps there would not 
have been so much questioning 
of this particular gag, had 
it not been followed almost 
immediately by another and 
far more serious performance 
of the same type. This was 
the gag on a proposed speech 
by Admiral Arleigh A. Burke, 
Chief of Naval Operations. 
Now certainly no one disputes 
the right of a president to 
demand that speeches of of- 
ficials be cleared for secur- 
ity purposes. But what was in 
Admiral Burke’s speech that 
aroused the ire of the new 








administration? According to 
pretty accurate reports, Ad- 
miral Burke saidinhis speech 
that the communists could not 
be trusted; that their aim is 
to conquer the world. It is 
almost beyond belief that Mr. 
Kennedy or his advisers will 


MURROW AND USIA 

In the midst of these two 
incidents came Mr. Kennedy’s 
appointment of Edward R. Mur- 
row as new head of the United 
States Information Agency. 
Whatever else may be said of 
Mr. Murrow’s abilities as a 
radio and TV personality, his 
appointment produced almost 
a sense of shock in many 
quarters in Washington and 
elsewhere. The USIA is sup- 
posed to be our chief agency 
for getting across to the 
world the American story, as 
opposed to effective commun- 
ist propaganda. The agency’s 
past record, according to 
several congressional com- 
mittees, has been none too 
good in many respects. It is 
overstaffed, extravagant, in- 
effective and so on. Mr. Mur- 
row himself has said he dis- 
likes administrative detail. 
But aside from this, it is 
indeed strange to put at the 
head of our major agency for 
combatting communist propa- 


attempt to tell us that the 
communists can be trusted, or 
that they have disclaimed any 
intention of imposing their 
system on the world. Why, 
then, must the Chief of Naval 
Operations keep such facts a 
deep, dark secret? 


ganda a man who has never 
been noted for his anti-com- 
munism. Even some of Mr. Mur- 
row’s ‘liberal’ defenders 
felt called upon, at the time, 
to reprimand him for a stacked 
and slanted TV show in which 
he did a thorough smear job 
on the late Senator Joe Mc- 
Carthy with adroit use of 
edited films. This was in 
sharp contrast to another TV 
show in which he did a sweet- 
ly scented whitewash of Dr. 
J. Robert Oppenheimer. Op- 
penheimer was a scientist in 
the Atomic Energy Commission. 
The government had to take 
away his security clearance 
because of his association 
with communists. 

These were not isolated 
cases so far as Edward Murrow 
was concerned. He seemed al- 
ways to be on tap when pro-Ked 
softies -or even hardies like 
Alger Hiss — wanted defend- 
ing. But itisdifficult, even 
impossible, to find Murrow, 


in the millions of words he 
poured into TV and radio 
microphones, ever defending 
an anti-communist. All this, 
of course, was and is Mr. Mur- 
row’s right. But the big ques- 
tion in Washington is: Among 
thousands of qualified men in 
America, why was this one cho- 
sen to head the government’s 
worldwide agency for combat- 
ting communist propaganda? 

A disturbing sidelight on 
all this occurred when a major 
TV network (with which, inci- 


dentally, Mr. Murrow was con- 
nected) cancelled a dramatic 
show. It was a documentary on 
Soviet espionage. The sponsor, 
the Armstrong Cork Co., said 
cancellation of sucha show 
was most regrettable, but 
the network acted on its own. 
The network itself refused to 
give any reason for its action. 

Is it any wonder that worri- 
ed observers ask if we are in 
for a new effort to sell us 
on the sweetness and nobility 
of the Red butchers? 


Foregoing items covered in Mutual network broadcast 2/5/61 
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Book Review 
THE HARD CORE 
THE MOULDING OF COMMUNISTS 
by Frank S. Meyer, 214 pages, 
Harcourt, Brace, N.Y., $5.00. 
To the growing shelves of 
informative literature on 
communism and communists, add 
Frank Meyer’s penetrating and 
completely intriguing study 
of the hard-core communist — 
the cadre. It is the cadre, 
of course, which makes and 


unmakes — and rules with an 
iron hand — the rank-and- 
filer, and who directs the 


use of fringe Keds, fellow- 
travelers, and dupes. This is 
perhaps the first clearly ob- 
jective volume we have had on 


how communist man is made. It 
could have been written only 
by one who himself went 
through the process - as did 
Frank Meyer -escaped from it, 
is able to look back on it 
and report it in detail with- 
out too much of the racking 
emotional travail such an 
experience must involve. 

That perhaps some faint 
realization of the sheer evil 
of communism is penetrating 
even the most dim-witted 
circles in America is seen in 
the fact that this book is one 
of those sponsored by the 
Fund for the Kepublic in its 








series called ‘Communism in 
American Life.’ The majority 
of the others in the series, 
as is true of so many other 
activities of the Fund, could 
hardly bring sadness to the 
hearts of the communists. Is 
the sponsorship of this book 
a sign that the Fund is, at 
long last, learning? Or is it 
merely a sop to Cerberus, and 
an indication of sensitivity 
to criticism of its past 
course? Whatever the reason, 
we can be thankful that it 
brought us an essential and 
worthwhile book. 

Mr. Meyer (he is now an 
editor of the lively conserva- 
tive weekly National Review) 
says hard-core communists 
‘are made, not born.’ But how 
are they made? This is the 
essence of this fascinating 
story, pepperedwith incidents 
from the author’s own experi- 
ence. Until we understand this 
process, we cannot understand 


RANDOM NOTES ON UN 
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the evil with which we must 
contend. As Mr. Meyer says 
‘The communist is the original 
totalitarian; his aims are 
total ..The whole of his life 
is communism; he is held fast 
to the pole of communist vic- 
tory. And by victory he means 
domination of the world.’ 

Our salvation could well 
lie in so simple a thing - if 
it could be accomplished - as 
having this book read care- 
fully by President Kennedy, 
Secretary of State Kusk, UN 
Ambassador Stevenson, Under 
Secretary of State Bowles, 
Roving Ambassador Harriman, 
and all the members of the 
House and Senate Foreign Af- 
fairs committees. Against 
communist man (of whom the 
Kremlin leaders are the hard- 
est of the hard core) ‘there 
is no recourse in compromise, 
reasonableness, peaceful 
co-existence.’ 

— Rosalie Gordon 


“...the United Nations, our last best hope.” 
- President Kennedy in his inaugural speech 


Neus Item 1: “Adlai Stevenson (American Ambassador! 


to the 


UN) says United States must face possibility of Communist 
China’s admission into the United Nations.” 


News Item 2: “Soviet Union demands that Soviet citizens be 








7 
placed in at least 50 additional key posts in United Nations.” 


News Item 3: “Spokesman for Secretary-General of UN de- 
clared Soviet citizens entitled to 50 or 60 additional pro- 
fessional posts in United Nations. ” 


“The organization of the United Nations is considered as 
one of the most important platforms for Soviet propaganda in 
the world.” — Lr. M. S. Korowicz, ex-Red delegate to the UN 

from Communist Poland, in sworn testimony before the HUAC 


INDEX TO AMERICA’S FUTURE 
An index to all issues of AMERICA’S FUTURE, covering the 
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THE DICTUM 


“Many Americans still think that peddlers of communist 
propaganda look like the standard cartoonist version of a 
Red: an unkempt person needing a shave, haircut and bath. 
Some of the most effective Ked propaganda in America is dis- 
seminated by well-groomed, cultured people who have never 
violated any of Emily Post’s canons of etiquette. Communist 
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propagandists adopt the dress of the milieu in which they 
operate, such as the cutaway of the diplomatic corps, cap 
and gown of the academic world, or a scientist’s smock and 
gloves. The communist apparatus in America faithfully fol- 
lows the dictum laid down by Vimitrov at the Lenin School of 
Political Warfare: ‘Let our friends do the work. We must al- 
ways remember that one sympathizer is generally worth more 
than a dozen militant communists.’” 

— Cardinal Mindszenty Foundation 
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